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Overview 

1. Introduction to systems 

mapping approach

1. In general

2. Use in the UK

3. In Chinese context

2. Emerging findings

1. New-type storage mandate

2. ETS

3. Coal capacity payments

3. What next?

4. Discussion / Q&A
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What is systems mapping? ־ӍК

ÅLots of different 
types

ÅAll use diagrams 
to describe a 
system

ÅSome focus on 
social networks, 
some on material 
and financial flows, 
some on causal 
relations
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ÅWe focus on causal 
diagrams
ÅCausal loop diagrams

ÅParticipatory system 
maps

ÅValue in
ÅProcess of building 

and thinking

ÅCommunicate ideas

ÅAnalyse qualitatively -
submaps

ÅAnalyse quantitatively 
- simulation
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How has it been used in UK policy? ” Ҳ Ӎ־ ᵲ К

ÅWell-used across UK 
government
ÅStakeholder engagement
ÅPolicy design
ÅEx post policy evaluation

ÅRegularly see system maps in 
policy documents, e.g.
ÅNet zero strategy
ÅREMA options assessment

ÅUK government building 
capacity to do this work ôin-
houseõ
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How might it be useful in China? Ҳ ᵫ К

A policy perspective 

1. Chinaõs policy process is more a top-down 
approach than bottom-up one, less 
stakeholder/public engagement. 
Participatory process supported by 
systems mapping could be helpful

2. Pre-assessment of policies are dominated 
by quantitative modelling, if there are any, 
or by simple qualitative analysis.  Systems 
mapping, in between, could provide more 
insights for proposed policies.

3. The complicated relationship between 
policy factors could be 
sorted/identified/captured by systems 
mapping, otherwise tend to be neglected 
and have bad impact on policyõs 
effectiveness.     
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An academic perspective

1. System maps are well used across 
China academic researches, but 
rarely by government

2. Academic findings have great 
difficulties to impress policy 
makers, System mapping could be a 
great tool to bridge academic 
findings and policy decision-making. 

3. BNU are now devoted to publicize 
it in training of teachers in primary 
and secondary schools. Itõs warmly 
welcomed. 

How might it be useful in China? Ҳ ᵫ К



The systems mapping process in this project 
Ҳ

Policy 
review

First version 
of maps 
around 
policy

Combine 
maps, 

pull out 
submaps

Sense-
check with 

expert 
groups

Finalise 
maps, 

conduct 
analysis

Reporting, 
interactive 

maps
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Emerging findings √

ÅMany potential ways to explore 
and use maps
ÅExplore narratives with smaller 

maps

ÅAnalyse large maps

ÅSynergies and trade-offs between 
policies and outcomes

ÅPolicy complement and clash

ÅPolicy ôtheory of changeõ

ÅDynamic stories
ÅPolicies self-amplifying or limiting
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Emerging findings √

ÅToday I will focus on three 
emerging findings:

1. Self-amplifying policy : the 
dynamic story of the new-type 
storage mandate

2. Self-amplifying and limiting 
policy: in the ETS

3. Policy complement and 
clash: the various impacts of 
coal capacity payments

Åא Ҏү√ Е
1. ꜘ Е Ỵ
Ԑ

2. Ҳ ꜘ ғ
┼

3. ԝ ғ“ Е
ị



A legend ᶡ


